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 Hello Fellow Squadron Members, May is here and 
the boating season has arrived!  But first let me remind you 
of some events that took place in April.  First, past com-
mander Roger Casey, Jr. presented our program at our 

April meeting on VHF radios and how to use our MMSI numbers in emer-
gency situations.  This was a very informative and filled with valuable in-
formation that could save lives.  In addition to this, he also showed how our 
MMSI numbers can be used to call each other directly.  It was suggested 
that our squadron make a list of members and their MMSI numbers.  This 
sounds like a good idea, and if everyone can turn their numbers into our 
secretary, he can compile a list. 
 I would also like to report our trip to the Morehead Planetarium 
went very well with 38 members and guests in attendance.  Black Holes are 
mysterious and there is a lot going on in the night skies that you can see 
when you get away from the lights of the city.  Thanks to P/C Wilson Mew-
born for organizing this trip. 
 May has gotten off to a very good start!  On 1 May we had our an-
nual Shakedown Cruise with 8 boats and 26 members and guests participat-
ing.  The weather was beautiful and it was a great day.  Lorenda and I made 
the round trip from Morehead City, which was 125 miles in 8 hours.  The 
choppy conditions in the Neuse slowed us down a bit. 
 I need to remind everyone of the Co-Op Charting Event in Manteo 
on 14-16 May.  There is still time to make plans to participate if you can.  
Our Vessel Safety Check will be held 22 May in the Berkley Mall Parking 
lot to kick off National Safe Boating Week.  Pass the word to anyone who 
needs to have their boats checked. 
 Look Forward to seeing you at these events and our General Meet-
ing on 20 May. 
 
Harrell Overman, JN 
Commander 
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 The Goldsboro Sail and Power Squadron monthly meeting was 
called to order by Commander Harrell Overman on 15 Apr 2010 at the 
Country Skillet Restaurant.  There were 24 members in attendance.  In the 
absence of GSPS Chaplin Ellis Holland, Cdr Overman called upon P/C 
Dave Parsons to give the invocation.  After dinner, Cdr Overman called 
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upon Flag Officer, Lt Dan Mills, to lead the squadron in the Pledge of Allegiance to the U. S. Flag.  A quorum was 
present for the meeting.  Cdr Overman recognized the attendance of the following past GSPS commanders:  Wilson 
Mewborn, SN; Charles Taylor, AP; Roger Casey, JN; and Dave Parsons, AP. 

Commander Report:  Cdr Overman called for a motion to approve the previous monthly meeting minutes 
as presented in the SCOPE.  Motion was made, seconded and approved by members present.  Cdr Overman di-
rected everyone’s attention to the display of the Navigator Educational Second Place Award for D-27 which the 
squadron received.  He commended the squadron for the good representation present at the D-27 Conference. 

Education Officer Report:  Lt/C Bo Wessell reported there were 11 persons attending the Cruise Planning 
course.  Bo updated the group on Boating Safety activities in North Carolina.  North Carolina Wildlife is offering 
courses in Wayne County.  However, the requirement for a proctored exam does not appear to apply to those at-
tending a class or those taking the course online.  Bo is hopeful this practice will be changed so as to maintain the 
security of these tests. 

Executive Officer Report:  Lt/C Lorenda Overman noted we currently have a good group participating in 
Co-Opt Charting and it is not too late to decide to go.  Lorenda reminded the group of the Fort Macon Sail & Power 
Squadron’s 7th Annual Aids to Navigation Cruise event on 5 Jun 2010.  Information was provided in the SCOPE 
and those interested should contact the host.  Lorenda also mentioned the Cape Lookout Lighthouse is going to be 
repaired and once finished, will be open for public climbing on Thursday, Friday and Saturday for a fee. 

Administrative Officer Report:  Lt/C John Casey reminded the group about the Shake Down cruise on 1 
May 2010.  Those attending will meet at the Trent River boat ramp in New Bern at 1000.  The cruise will include 
boating up the Trent River to Pollocksville, stop for a picnic lunch at the boat ramp area and then return to New 
Bern.  John also reminded the group of the Planetarium trip on 17 Apr 2010 at 1900.  P/C Wilson Mewborn noted if 
someone is not signed up and wanted to attend you could do so by buying a ticket at the door. Wilson reported 38 
people had signed up for the event.  Plans are to eat in Chapel Hill prior to the event. 

Secretary Report:  Lt/C Jerry Edwards. No report. 
Treasurer Report: Lt/C Pam Holt. No report.  Pam conducted the squadron drawing and Gail Mewborn 

won the Wal-Mart gift card. 
Committee Reports: P/C Dave Parsons reported that according to Bill DeShong the Island Harper Marina 

at Emerald Isle will remain public and not be privatized.  Further, Dave reported he attended the District Bridge 
meeting this past weekend.  Dave will serve as the Goldsboro representative to the District Bridge.  He requested 
members provide him with any concerns he might carry to future meetings.  He noted the District Bridge was sup-
portive of charging a higher fee to non-member for courses so as to encourage persons to consider membership in a 
squadron.  Lastly, he mentioned membership levels were being reviewed with the thinking to reduce the number of 
levels to that of the member and family member. 

New Business: none 
 Program: Lt/C John Casey introduced P/C Roger Casey who presented a program on 
DSC and why one should use it.  Roger provided a very informative program on VHS radios 
with DSC, what they were, how they were used and why everyone would benefit from this new 
technology.  Roger’s presentation included a demonstration, utilizing two radios, of sending and 
receiving DSC signals as well as using the call feature.  He discussed the Recue 21 System as 
well as the uses of the MMSI individual identification number.  His presentation included a very 
thorough demonstration and discussion of the DSC radio.  He provided the group with a handout 
detailing the information provided in his presentation.  He recommended the group go to the 
Boat US website and view the “Can You Hear Me” link which provides information on 
the DSC radio in an interactive manner.  Cdr Overman thanked Roger for a very informa-
tive demonstration and discussion of DSC radios. 

As there was no other business to come before the GSPS monthly meeting, the 
meeting was adjourned by Commander Harrell Overman. 
 
Secretary, 
Lt/C Jerry Edwards, S 
   �
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 The Goldsboro Sail and Power Squadron Executive Committee Meeting was called to order by Com-
mander Harold Overman on 6 May 2010 at the First Baptist Church in Goldsboro.  A quorum was present with 
11 members in attendance. The following members were present: Harrell Overman, Lorenda Overman, Bo Wes-
sell, John Casey, Jerry Edwards, Dolly Witt, Wilson Mewborn, Dave Parsons, Roger Casey, R.D. Stroud and 
Glenda Stroud.  The minutes of the April meeting were approved as read. 

Commander’s Report: Cdr Overman noted the Shake Down Cruise was very successful with 8 boats 
and 26 persons participating. Participants either ate lunch at the boat ramp picnic area or dined at the Trent Cafe. 
Cdr Overman reminded members about boat inspections scheduled at Walnut Creek this Saturday and at the 
Mall on 22 May. 

Education Officer’s Report: Lt/C Bo Wessell reported the Cruise Planning course schedule has been 
modified with the exam now on 25 May 2010. Change of schedule has been sent to all class members.  Bo noted 
the details are not finalized for the Flare & Fire Extinguisher School.  He also related he has received Divisional 
request for nominees for the Tom Dover Chapman Award for Education Instruction.  Bo is unsure whether we 
have a nominee based upon the number of courses we have offered this past year.  He will place a call for nomi-
nees in the SCOPE in case a member has an Instructor he or she wishes to submit.  Lastly, Bo reminded all of 
the upcoming Co-Op Charting in Manteo. 

Executive Officer’s Report: Lt/C Lorenda Overman reported she is in contact with the District regard-
ing the request for our squadron to assist with the D-27 Fall Conference/Council.  Also, she reported receiving 
several copies of a DVD entitled, “Small Boat Skills,” from USPS.  Lt/C John Casey will review the DVD to 
determine its feasibility as a general meeting program in the future.  Lastly, Lorenda noted receiving an email 
from the National Safe Boating Council, who, on 20 May 2010, will be conducting an event entitled, “Ready, 
Set, Inflate.” This event is an attempt to get as many people as possible to inflate their life jackets on that date 
making the experience less shocking when it is really needed.  Since the 20th is our next meeting date, this activ-
ity will be incorporated in the meeting. 

Administrative Officer’s Report : Lt/C John Casey reported the program for this month will be a 
Waynesborough Park presentation by Richard Solzak. As for future programs, P/C Wilson Mewborn suggested 
asking the new Wayne County Museum Director to give a presentation on restoring of artifacts. 

Secretary Report: None 
Treasurer’s Report: In the absence of Lt/C Pam Holt, Cdr Overman reported she conveyed that the 

financial condition of the squadron remains good. 
Committee Reports: P/C Wilson Mewborn shared with the group the Planetarium event included 40 

participants and all seemed to enjoy the program.  P/C Dave Parson reported he had received from the District 
Commander the Governor’s Proclamation for Safe Boating Week.  Dave has sent this Proclamation to news me-
dia groups.  An ad will appear in the News-Argus announcing our boat inspections on 22 May. 

Old Business:  Wilson Mewborn noted both the District and Squadron Rules Committees will need to 
revise their By-Laws since National has eliminate the membership category of family leaving two categories, 
Active and Additional Active. 

As there was no other business to come before the Goldsboro Sail and Power Squadron Exective Com-
mittee, the meeting was adjourned by Cdr Harrell Overman. 
 
Secretary, 
Lt/C Jerry Edwards, S 
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 Excellence in Teaching!  Have you taken a good boating course lately?  Do you credit the instructor with 
your success in the course?  If so, it is time to nominate him for his excellence in teaching.  The squadron selection 
will be sent to District 27 to compete for the Tom Dover Excellence in Teaching Award and will compete for one 
of the 5 national Charles F. Chapman Awards for Excellence in Teaching Awards.  Please send your nomina-
tions to the GSPS secretary, Lt/C Jerry Edwards S, by Monday, 1 Jun 2010.  You may communicate your nomina-
tion to Jerry: by personal contact, telephone (919-736-3585), snail mail (102 Marie Ave., Goldsboro, NC 27530), or 
email (lmedwards05@bellsouth.net). 
 Looking ahead to Fall 2010, we have a Piloting class scheduled to begin on Monday, 13 Sep 2010 and a 
Junior Navigation on Tuesday, 7 Dec 2010.  Please add these dates to your calendar and joins us in a real learning 
experience. 
 Please take ten minutes and view the video on the USPS website 
http://www.usps.org/newpublic2/camp.htm.  It gives a good demonstration and information on the need to wear a 
life preserver. 
 An educated boater is a safer boater. 
 
Lt/C Bo Wessell AP,  
Education Officer 
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14-15 May  Co-Op Charting     Manteo 
———————————————————————————————————————————— 
15 May   Boat Inspections    Walnut Creek 
————————————————————————————————————————————- 
20 May   GSPS Monthly Meeting    Country Skillet 
————————————————————————————————————————————- 
22 May   Boat Inspections    Berkeley Mall 
————————————————————————————————————————————- 
1 Jun   Teaching Nominations Due  
————————————————————————————————————————————- 
3 Jun   GSPS ExCom Meeting    First Baptist Church 
————————————————————————————————————————————- 
5 Jun   Aids to Navigation Cruise   Fort Macon 
————————————————————————————————————————————- 
11-13 Jun   D27 Rendezvous     Oriental 
————————————————————————————————————————————- 
17 Jun   GSPS Monthly Meeting    Country Skillet 
———————————————————————————————————————————–-- 
19 Jun   Flare & Fire Extinguisher School  TBA 
————————————————————————————————————————————- 
31 Jul   Southport to Myrtle Beach Cruise  Southport 
————————————————————————————————————————————- 
5 Aug   GSPS ExCom Meeting    First Baptist Church 
————————————————————————————————————————————- 
19 Aug   GSPS Monthly Meeting    Country Skillet 
————————————————————————————————————————————- 
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21 Aug   Sand Dollar Island      
————————————————————————————————————————————- 
13 Sep   Piloting Course 
————————————————————————————————————————————- 
4-25 Sep  D-27 Fall Conference/Council   New Bern 
————————————————————————————————————————————- 
16 Oct   Southport to Bald Head Island Cruise  Southport 
————————————————————————————————————————————- 
7 Dec   Junior Navigations Course 
————————————————————————————————————————————- 
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 The National Safe Boating Council is sponsoring a Ready, Set, Inflate Event on 20 May 
2010.  The intention of this event is to practice and experience the deployment, inflation, and re-
packing of the new inflatable life vests.  The goal is to set a record of the most people inflating at 
the same time on the same day. 
The National Safe Boating Council is donating enough CO2 canisters for our squadron to re-inflate 10 vests!!!!!  
Therefore our inflating experience will be at no charge to our squadron. 
Since our May membership meeting is on the Ready, Set, Inflate date, we will be deploying our life vests at our 
meeting on 20 May!! 
 If you have a vest that uses a 33 gram green pin CO2 canister, please bring it to the meeting.  The second 
step of this process is to leave the vest inflated overnight to check for leakage, so be prepared to carry your vest 
home inflated :o)….. 
 This will be fun and exciting and educational.  We all need to know what to expect in case of an emergency 
deployment.  We also need to understand the workings of the inflatable vests because “No one is waterproof”!!! 
 
Lorenda Overman, JN 
Executive Officer  
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 As indicated in the Cruise Planning Course, planning ahead is a key to a success-
ful cruise experience.  The Panama Cruise 2010 was planned well ahead, with the reserva-
tions made during our New England/Nova Scotia trip in 2008.  It is also stated in the 
course that utilizing the knowledge of others who have made the journey helps to make 
the right decisions and with the help of Alan and Nancy Harvin, we had the inside scoop 
to making our trip a most memorable one. 
 Leaving Goldsboro 18 Marc Ellis and Deana Holland, Dick and Linda Everhart 
and Linda and I spent the night in Mooresville’s LaQuinta Inn, in order to make an early departure from RDU the 
following morning.  From RDU we flew to Mexico City, where we encountered our first taste of a different culture 
and some difficulty in finding our connecting gate on Mexicana Airlines for our final destination to Acapulco, but 
with a little luck on our side we were able to determine which gate to depart from and were on our way.  With reser-
vations made for a short stay in Acapulco, we arrived at the Fiesta Americana Villas and was told we had been up-
graded and would have the Presidential Suite that would accommodate all six of us (We were hoping for more than 
one bed!)  Second taste of a different culture, we went to our assigned room, only to discover that someone else was 
already using the room.  The luggage and unmade beds were a definite clue that we were given the wrong room.  
After finally settling into a suite that was not already occupied, we decided to find a certain Mexican restaurant to 
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have an authentic Mexican dinner.  Third taste of a cultural difference, asking for directions to the restaurant we 
were told it was only three blocks from the hotel on the same street as the hotel.  So we decided to walk.  After a 
journey of three blocks, no restaurant was in sight so again directions were asked and we were told it was only three 
more blocks.  Our walk turned into at least two and a half mile jaunt and the meal wasn’t worth the effort.  Return-
ing to the hotel, we met up with a prearranged van driver who took us to the Cliff Diver show, a must see while in 
Acapulco.  The next morning, again with a prearranged driver we took a tour of Acapulco that included seeing the 
home of John Wayne where he entertained many stars from Hollywood, the driver dropped us off at the Ship Ter-
minal and we went through Embarkment that was the easiest we have ever experienced.  Princess Cruise really had 
their system set up right.  Boarding, we found our adjacent rooms and had the Steward open up the adjoining balco-
nies, then headed off for our first tour (of many) of the buffet line for lunch.  Following lunch the gals went off on 
their excursion of the ship and the guys did ours.  Dick and I decided not to do our Vessel Inspection as neither one 
of us wanted to hang off the stern to look for the vessel identification number.  By 1900 all passengers were aboard 
and the ships Captain gave the order to ‘let everything go’ and he set course for our first port-of-call Huatulco, 
Mexico.  
 Sunday, 21 Mar we arrived at Huatulco, population 7,000, 84 degrees with clear skies.  Sitting on the Pa-
cific Coast, Huatulco has 18 miles of cove-studded coastline that form nine bays.  White-sand beaches and the jag-
ged Sierra Madre del Sur peaks make a great contrast in scenery.  Based on the success of Cancun, the Mexican 
government is developing Huatulco into a major tourist destination.  Our excursion ashore was to tour the area and 
shops adjacent to the port.  By 1430 all passengers were to be back on board and at 1445, the ship was prepared to 
disembark and head towards Puerto Quetzal, Guatemala. 
 Monday, 22 Mar, at 0815, the ship was nearing Puerto Quetzal when the Captain received word that a ma-
jor transportation strike was occurring throughout Guatemala and that shore operations to include organized tours 
would be effected.  With this information the Captain decided to abort the call and set course to San Juan Del Sur 
for an extended call. 
 Tuesday, 23 Mar, 0700 arrival at San Juan Del Sur, Nicaragua. We dropped anchor in the harbor and was 
tendered to shore. Temperature was 84 degrees and partly cloudy.  Population is approximately 18,500 in San Juan 
Del Sur and 5.5 million throughout Nicaraqua.  Here we decided to take a guided tour of Nicaragua’s History and 
Nature. Visiting the historic city of Rivas on the shore line of Lake Nicaragua.  This lake played a major role in the 
past when the decision was being made where to build a canal.  We visited the first Catholic Church built in 1607 
and then to Dennis Martinez’s Resort where the view of the two majestic volcanoes, Concepcion and Maderas is 
spectacular.  It was these volcanoes that played a major role in not utilizing the lake area for the canal.  The last ten-
der was brought on board at 1829 and by 1840 our ship was underway at 17 knots towards Puntarenas, Costa Rica. 
 Wednesday, 24 Mar, 0708 the Island Princess made its approach toward its berth.  Temperature 86 degrees, 
cloudy skies. Population of Puntarenas is about 4000 of the 4.5 million that live in Costa Rica, a country of 4,350 
square miles.  Our excursion was one of the highlights of our trip.  Transported for approximately an hour away 
from port, we embarked on the hottest sensation of the Caribbean, The Original Canopy Tour at Mahogany Park. (A 
note as to being the hottest sensation, the heat index was 107 degrees).  Guides fitted us into harnesses where we zip 
lined nine observation platforms, traveling through the forest on an intricate system of pulleys and cables soaring 
like a bird and being watched by the monkey’s.  Getting back to port, there was still time to do some sight-seeing of 
the area by the port, found the local grocery store and stocked up on Costa Rica coffee to bring home.  At 1940, the 
ship moved off its berth and headed out through the Gulf of Nicoya for a day at sea on Thursday. 
 Friday, 26 Mar, at 0509, the Panama Pilots boarded and shortly thereafter the ship was granted clearance to 
transit the canal. At 0600, 27 “marineros” boarded the Island Princess and throughout the transit, they would be in 
charge of the ship.  At 0629, the first mule was attached to the ship to guide us through the Miraflores locks.  At 
0726 we were inside the first lock, 0805 moved into the second lock and by 0837 we were clear of the second lock 
and making passage across Miraflores Lake.  At 0920 we entered the Pedro Miguel lock and by 0937 we were mov-
ing out of the lock into the canal itself.  At 1005 we passed under the Centennial Bridge and into the infamous Gail-
lard Cut. Temperature was 87degrees with partly cloudy skies.  Alan and Nancy Harvin shared a great book on the 
canal, A Path Between Two Seas and after reading it, the struggle of building the canal became so much alive to me 
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as we made our voyage through the area where over 30,000 lost their lives in building this magnificent passageway.  
At 1055 after passing Gamboa and various islands of Gatun Lake, we lined up at the Gatun locks waiting our turn 
to enter the locks.  At 1345 we entered the first lock at Gatun and by 1535 we cleared the last lock and set course 
down the channel to Cristobal.  Cristobal is the Atlantic side port of the Panama Canal, population is approximately 
150,000 and covers approximately 30,420 square miles. In 1530, its became the marketplace of the Spanish Empire 
and was the site where it declared its independence from Spain and joined the Republic of Colombia.  In 1846 Co-
lombia and the US signed a treaty that allowed the US to build a railroad across the isthmus. In 1882, Ferdinand de 
Lesseps who built the Suez Canal began building the Panama Canal. Because of equipment delays, diseases, finan-
cial problems and poor planning, his efforts failed.  On 3 Nov 1903, Panama declared its independence  from Co-
lombia and a treaty was signed to allow the US to build the canal.  Ten years later the canal was completed.  In 
1997 a new treaty was signed turning the canal over to Panama effective 31 Dec 1999.  Saturday, 28 Mar was an-
other day at sea, heading a North Easterly course across the Caribbean Sea towards Ocho Rios, Jamaica.  
 Sunday, 29 Mar, at 0758 the local pilot assisted the ship with its arrival at Ocho Rios.  Temperature was 82 
degrees with clear skies.  Jamaica’s national motto, “Out of Many, One People” reflects the makeup of this nation. 
A combination of its location and temperature, interaction of the races and its cultures have played a major role in 
shaping this country, its history and its desire for freedom and self-determination.  Our excursion in Ocho Rios was 
to tour the Coyaba Gardens that gave a splendid overview of the native plants of Jamaica and a display of one of the 
cannons from the only historic site of the town, its Fort that was built in 1777 to defend the town, then off to the 
Dunn’s River Falls.  This waterfall is a famous site for visitors to experience a 600 foot drop of cascading water by 
climbing up the limestone rocks from the sea to the top of the mountain.  We chose to take the stairs, which in 
themselves was a good workout.  By 1602 our ship was once again setting sail for our last day at sea. 
 Monday, 29 Mar we reset our clocks to Eastern Standard.  At 0308 our ship rounded the Eastern tip of 
Cuba and altered its course to the North, then reset our course at 0403 to 299 degrees T.  Throughout the day we 
passed the Grand Bahama banks on Starboard and paralleled the Eastern coast of Cuba on portside.  Once clear of 
the Old Bahama Channel a more Northerly course was made towards our final destination of Port Everglades. 
 Tuesday, 30 Mar, 0630 berthed at Port Everglades, 0730 luggage packed, 0830 breakfast completed, 0900 
we disembarked and made our way to the airport for our return home. 
 
D/Lt/C Dave Parsons, AP 
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